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Correspondence respecting the British Postal Service between 
Bagdad, Bussorah, and Bombay. 


No. 1. 

Memorundum communicated by Rustem Pasha, May 22, 1888. 

DURANT lo coiu-s dc cos dorniftres anndes, le Ministiirc Imperial dcs Hilaires 
fitran-6rns a plusioiirs Cois appt'ld I’attcntion do I’Ambas^dc do 8a Majesty 
Britannique i\ ioustantiuople sur lo prejudice apporte aux droits ct aux mtdrfita du 
Qouvemcment Impdrial par I’dtablissomcnt d’un service postal Anglais permanent ot 
wSn’ulier ontre Bagdad ot Bassorali, ainsi quo par 1 existenco d un courrier pos^ 
draservant les villcs de Damns ot do Bagdad par la voie du 

fonctionnant d’uno fa5on parallolo aux services oflicicls do la postt Ottomano et en 

ooiicuircnco^a j^ntaro communication adressdo par I’AmbasMilo do Sa Majesta 
Britannique a la Sublime Porto quo lo courrier de terre entro Bagdad ot Damns a 4tf 
supprimd; inais Sir William AVbito a dit, on m6me temps, ne pas 6tre competent pour 
di^utor la quo,stion du service outre Bagdad ct Bassorali. L Ambassado Irapdiidc a 
on consdquonco. dtd cliargd do souincttre los circoiistancos du 1'"' * 
requitable ct bicnveillant oxamon du Uouvernoment do Sa Alajeste ta lUint. 

Lo point do vuo dc la Sublime Porto, tol quil a etd ddvoloppd dans los communi¬ 
cations divorses qu’olle a faitus ii I’Ambassade de Sa Majestd Britannique & oc, sujet. 

iieut sc rdsumer comino il suit: _ i./ 

L’dlablisscmont des bureaux do posto dtrangem on l urquio a toujours prdsenta 
aux yeux du Gouvorneraeiit linpdrial uii oaractare cssentiollemcnt anormal ot pro- 
visoiro. Les Capitulations ct les Tinitds no contionncnt aucunc disposition sant- 
tionnant cet dtat do choscs. Si la Sublime Porte a jusqu & cos derniers temps toldro 
1-oxistonco des postes dtrangdros, cola tiont A co quo son propre service postal dtait 
trop pen ddvcloppd pour fairo face b, tous les bosoms du commorco, quo lo Qouvei^- 
ment Impdrial s’est toujours appliqud il protdgcr do son mieux. Mais les amdliora- 
tions introduites dopuis quolquos amides dans rorgamsation ot lo somce des postes 
Ottomanes mettent b prdsont cotto Administration on dtat do s acquittcr du service 
d-uno lavon rdgulidro et satisfaisanto, co qui ciildve lour rai-sou d dtro aux bureaux do 
posto etrangers. Eu ce qui touche particulibrcment lo service Anglais entro Bagdad 
ot Bassorali, il paralt avoir pris, on cos dernuVos aundcs, uno eitension qiiil n ava 
lias eu auparovaut. Indepeiidanimcut du bureau do Bagdad, uiic succursalc 
ctd dtablie b Bassorah, et uii poteau a dtd lixd dans lo bazar do cotto doriiidro yillo. 

A uno cottaino pdriodo dcs negociatious, I’Ambassailo do Sa Alajestd Britamuquc 
.avail iiaru vouloir tairo droit, dans uno certaino mesure, aux jmtes rdclamations du 
Uouvernoment Impdrial. Dans uno note nortant la date du 18 

Hxccllouco lo Comto de DulToriu iiiformait la Sublime Porte q^u il coiisontirait b fair 
l essor lo transport des lottros entro Bagdad ot Bassorah, ot les localitds mtorniddiairw, 
,,ui s’ollectuait par le moyon dcs bateaux de la Corapagnio Lynch, b la 
la poste Ottomano payorait dordiiavant uno indemnite b cetto CompaguiL • 

iruMport do sos propres valises, ot aussi quo lo systemo on yiguour b la po.sto AMlaisii 
a Bagdad iwur la vdrilication et le contrdle dcs paquota serait modilld. Son Excellcnc • 
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No. 2. 

M^orasd.(., .Sir «• />-»''■'■ ^ _ 

2sn“bS££» 

Damascus. I iiiscoolimod, a.s il I",Service, carried 
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Majesty’s Coiisul-Gcncml in August of the preceding year, which preferred tlie follow¬ 
ing demands:— 

1. That Messrs. Lyn(di and Co.’s stcamets should cease to earry local letters for 
intermediate stations between Bagdad and Uussorah. 

2. That a branch British post office, which had been opened in (he town of 
Bussorah irrespective of the post office in the British Consulate, should be closed. 

3. That an iron pillar letter-liox, which had l>ecn ])lacc<l in one of the Bussorah 
b.aznars, should be removed. 

His Excellency, whilst refusing to admit the right of the Vali to up.sct arrange¬ 
ments which had existed for fifteen years, expressed his willingness to concede the 
|H)ints at issue, on the understanding that ilcssrs. Lynch and Co. should cease to be 
required to carry gratuitously the official corrcsirondence of the Ottoman officials. 

The I’ortc replied on the 12th A))ril, ISftt, by a fiat refusal of Ixml DulTerin’s 
proposals, basing their decision on the ground that the I’ostal Conventious of Berne 
and Baris (1874 and 1878) had cancelled all previous ai-rangenumts, and given to 
Turkey the same postal rights and privileges ns tin- othin- nations who had joined the 
Postal Union, ’riiey consequently demandisl the siqipression of all foreign post 
offices. 

lord Dufferiu, in rejily (2tlh April, 1881), stated that he had rcferml the matter 
home for the decision of Her Majesty's Government. 

He commented, at the same time, upon the discourteous tone of thi' Turkish 
communication, and contested some points of iletail which were raiseil in their note. 

The Porte claimed that, under .Vrticles Ill and IV of the Paris Convention, 
.M. Lynch and Co. were bound to I’arry gratuitously all ihe Turkish mails from 
Bagdad to Bussorah, the distance being li'ss than SOU marine miles. 

Lord Dulfcrin isiinlcd out that a tarilT was previded for in the Convention for 
distances under 300 nuirine miles. Ho maintained also that, owing to the sinuosities 
of the river, the distaiu’c traversed by the steameis was more than iiOO nautical miles, 
and that Messra. Lynch would Ihercfoir he entitled to Ihe higher rate fixisl by the 
Convention for distances exi'iwding tlOO miles. 

The eonvs|)oudenee now droiipCil, but was resumed by the Porte in Ihe spring of 
lust year, when (1st May, 1887) tlicy addressal a note to Sir \V. White, stating that, 
us three years had elapsed since J/nd Dulfcriii’s last cmnmmiication, they trusted that 
onlcrs would be given for Ihe ccs.sation of the British Postal Service between bama.s(ais, 
Bagdad, and Bussorah. 

In sending this note home, Sir W. While mentioned that the Unglish l)ama.scus- 
Bagdad Desert Post had liemi discontinued in .\ugnst 1880, but that he should not 
inform the Porte without iustruetious. 

In reply, he was told that he might do so, and, eouseijuently, in July 1887 Sir IV. 
White informed the Porte that Ihe Dremeilary Desert Post between' Bagdad and 
Damascus had ceased to exist, but that tin. postal service between Bagdad and 
Bussorah under contract with the Euphrat(!s and Tigris Steam Navigation Company 
was still maintained. 

To this the, Porte replied on the 27tli October, 1887, by again risking for the 
suppression of the Bagdad-Bus,sorah Service. They complained that tlm service hail 
assumed an laganized (diaractcr, and that the British Consulates at Bagdad and 
Bussorah were turned into regular iKist offices, and they eUiimcd that the Ollomaii 
Postal Di'partmenl had made arrangements amply suffieio’nt to meet the wants of Iho 
public. 

The note was referred by Sir W. Wliite to Colonel Twwxlie at Bugdail, who, in 
reply, ex)dained the origin of the British post office at that place, and exprc.ssisl the 
opinion that it was necessary to maintain it. 

Sir W. IVhito, in sending home copies of this correspondence, observed that Ihe 
Porto was acting in this matter in pursiiaucir of the {loliey which it had been for some 
years following with a liew lo get rid of all foreign post offices in the Ottoimin 
Empire. 

In view of the determination of Her .Majesty’s Government to maintain existing 
British post officiss in Turkey, he did not pixqiose to cuter into any discussion with the 
Porte, but sim]>ly to decline their request. 

His action was appnivixl. 

Uustem Pasha communicated a Memorandum ou the 22nd May last, renewing 
the Porte’s nniuest fora suppression of the British Postal Service between Bagdad and 
Bas.snrah. 





Foreign Office, June 19,1888. _ 


No. 3. 

Indio Office to Forcijn Office.-(Receiced July 19.) 

India Office, July 18, 188»- 

®‘''’ I am directed by Viscount C~8s ^ 3 ^ 

2l8t ultimo and iU “‘j^f^oranau^ of the 22nd May tot f 

Anelo-Indian mails between Bagdad and Busaorau ^ Government of 

=':,”*=' “ •‘■rSj-Ci" «r~" 

of the I’orte, wbich. ^ ‘et on foot and maintam an efficient Postal 

Ottoman autboritica arc in a position to 

aerviec.seemsto bcareMonable one^ . V"‘9”*’‘"I”™ tW 

■riiere is no intormation in tins omco pnstal Administration to cffloientiy 

.„inii;ras to the , oTw^t tee U towns, as has 

niovide for the conveyance of the ““'‘s . j Navigation Compan), and his 

CeNiy the vessels of « 

Lordship presumes that on tins poim >■* 

'’Tt'au'events, the Secretary of f tithLl1heirtl-&"‘« 

1.0 fold possible to induce the Porte lion lif the Marquis of SaUsbuiy 

of the existiuff svstem. would suggest for t ntfomai) Government to consent to its 
Gu I eS should be made to prevail ^-ith the Euphrates and 

C"'='K^s -T- ESu'5;L?;nS-:;a,t 

STSGotr™:S!'!4“^ o™30th April, 189t, and has therefore near y six 

years to run. I have, Sk. 

(Signed) •!• A- QODLbY. 


No. d. 

.s,> IP. IPAih- <0 the MarguU of Mry.-(Received September .) 

(No. 353.) Thcrapia, September 11,1888. 

Wn’ll reference to BSI’oshd Ser^^^ »towcen Ba|tad ^d 

urevious correspondoneo H,p gflu, ultimo 1 rceeiveil a ‘“''■6™“ 

Wissomh. I have Vali had requested him to rause all ^ 

!S™ £.» 1 “ "«■«“ ■i' 

■"•'S"5“Swr s 

nosoitoh.n with the ® .“h„‘ut 


this point, and, pending the result of inquiries at the Sublime Porte, I telegraphed 
to Major Talbot suggesting this explanation. 

A few days later I was able to inform. ^laior Talbot that I liad received a promise 
from the Grand Vizier, that the Vali would bo instnictcd not to interfere with the 
existing postal arrangements without furtiier orders, and I have since ascertained that 
a telegram was sent to the Vali in this sense. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. 5. 

Sir W. JVhitr to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (yicceh'cd October li‘2.) 

(No. 410.) 

My Lord, T/ierapia^ Ocfofccr 16,1888. 

IN your despatch No. 220 of the 24th July your Lordshij) was goo<l enough to 
transmit to me a copy of a letter from the India Office, containing certain observations 
on Rustem Pasha’s Memorandum of the 22nd May last, proasing for the abolition of 
the British postal service between Bagdad and Bussorah. 

I referred the question to Her Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Bagdad for his 
remarks on the subject, and I have now tlie honour to inclose a copy of an exhaustive 
R(;port which that gentleman has addressed to me. 

I hog permission to reserve my own observations on this subject until I address 
your Lordship on the general question of the position of foreign jiost-offlces in this 
country, which I have every reason to believe will very shortly be raised by the 
Sublime Porte. 

I have, &u. 

(Signed) IV A. IVniTE. 


luclosure 1 in No. 6. 

Acting Consul-General Talbot to Sir IP. White. 

Sir, Bagdad, September 0, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt on the 26fh ultimo of your 
Excellency’s despatch of the 30th July, 1888, on the subject of a demand bv the 
Sublime Porto for the discontinuance of the {lostal service hetivecn Bagdad and 
Busrali, and I take this opportunity to forward a copy of the <*ommunication from and 
to the Bagdad Government referred to in my telegram of the 29th ultimo and your 
Excellency’s replies of tlio 1st and 3rd instant. 

2. The facts as to the branch post-office and pillar-hox at Biisrah were stated in 
paragraphs 5 and 20 of Mr. Plowdcn’s despatch dated tho 6th December, 1883, and 1 
need only add, in further explanation of the origin of the former, that the Consulate 
in which the Busrali post-office was opened on the Ist January, 1868, was at tliat time 
in tho town itself, where tho branch post-office remained after the transfer of tho 
Consulate and post-office to its present position on tho Shattu’l Arab, aliout 2 miles 
distant. Tlic branch office, after existing for more than nineteen years, was closed 
from the 1st Moieb, 1887, the pillar-box having been removed, ns stated by 
Mr. Plowden, after being in use for about three years only, in Octolicr or November 
1883. The only alteration in tho work of the Bagdad office, equally with that at 
Busrah, has been the abolition of the insured parcel system during the currency of tho 
present contract with the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company. So far 
then from there having been any development of postal operations at Bagdad and 
Busrah of late years, as contended by the 'XHirklsh Ambassador in London, their scope 
has been restricted. 

3. The so-called postal service maintained by means of the Oman Ottoman 
steamers dates from August 1883 {vide jxiragraph 17 of tho above-quoted dcsjiatch), 
and was one of tho measures designed by tho Bagdad Government for driving tho 
Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company off tho river, which is doubtless the 
ulterior obj(H:t of the present demand. The mails sent by it consist merely of official 
papers for tho subordinate officials of the two vilayets. Local postage being double 
inturouiional rates the public entrusts its private correspondence cither to friends 

[653] 0 
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travellinR by or to employes of the steamers, and the latter make no secret of them 
often carrying more than the Government mails. By ISSlT 

thft «)rrosiK)ndenco ending \nih your lixcoUcncy s (lesjmtch of the 0th .Tunc, 18Bo, 
wliich imo^ I may remark, out of the admitted irregularity of the Oman Ottoman 
steamers (tide the Vali's tetter of tho 25th .lanuary. 1885). the Euphrates and ligm 
IW^N'avi^tion Company still continue to carry tho Ottonjan ^vernment mads 
whenever tendered, and liave done so quite recently, though not as frequently as they 
did. The Customs Department, however, which in some resists maimges its affairs 
indenendcntly of the vilayet, still often avails itself of tho assistance of the Euphrates 
mnl I’igris Steam NavigaCion Company. It will Im seen from the nhove ra^rks that 

the organi-sation of the Turkish river^^^^^^^^ 


descrilied^hc inofricient condition and corrupt managenaent of the Oman 
steamers Eor facility of reference, I append a copy of that papej- OJ ‘Jj® steamere 
tten forming the flotilla tho “ Busrah ” is no longer employed, the lelafa was hiirat 
four years a'-o, and is lying useless at Busrah. llic newest of them, the Maskenoh, 
oT sSise-nower, built at Trieste in 1871, is also dismantled, and said not to he 
worth Sr The approximate date of building, horse-iwwer. and ear^-ing capacity, 
of the four steamers now running, and compared with thoiw of th and 

Tigris Steam Navigation Comiiany, arc given m the subjoined lable. 


Kuphrain Mil 'ISprit .SVtom Xavijelk 
•MHljiclWl" .. 

KUalifn^i ” •• •• •• 


Oman Ottoman Htfaniert, 


• Fhral" 

• Ut‘«nfa '* 


PnU'. 

How-powi-r. 

IbHU 

100 

I8b0 

100 

IhGG 

80 

1806 

50 

1866 


18A9 

•10 


Tho “ liesafa," after having been under repair at Busrah for nearly a year, made 
her t^tri!. to Bagdad last Jk. and is " S 



engineers aic m.m pravioiisly employed by tho Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation 
CompaiiTaa eiigiiie-driver^. All’alike ar<. iineertifleaterl. untrained men. as wo 

underehml Un^tt ^ steamers arc no bettor found and equipped 

than they wore described to be in 1883, since when no additions have been mau® t® 
their numbers : and being even then old, and have since had live years wear and tcaia 
Renairs are frequently required, and chiefly from want of funds, take long m 
cxdcution • as the case of the “ Ilesafa ” shows, they are often of a perfunctory natur^ 
though doubtless costing the Government far more than the real value of the work 
done^ No newer machinery save what has been mdispcusable to admit of thow 
imnniiio atall has Inien supplied to them; their engines and Imilcra ara very old and 
liahle at any time to bicak down, while as little or no spare gear is kept in stock any 
one of them might be incapacitated from running for months togctlie.r ‘J“® 

one 01 inei 1 11 b ,; * .„],i procured. On .several occasions the steamers 

hm-c*nm s\'iorl of fuel, when.^mt for the courtesy of the Euphrates and Tigris Steam 
Navigation Company, they would have been at a standstill until they could have cut 
W 00 (^ if any hapmmed to be in the district, or got up coal from Busrah. Of late coal 
rrbeen smppli?! to them for cash or as a sct-olT a^inst freight ®r ®^'®^ 

value by Mes-srs. Gray, Mackenzie and Co., and DarV, Androwes. and Co., of Busrab . 
indeed were it not for the support of tho latter firm, which has a branch at Bagdad 
and diipl exclusively by tbeso'.steamers. their difllculties m the matter of fuel would 

be j Q manager. Sirri Effondi, was providejl with 

another post, and the control was handed over to tho Turkish naval authorities at 
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Busmb with an Agency at Bagdad. The present Commodore, Hassan Bey, does not 
bear tho character of being an honest m.aTi, which the agent at Bagdad, llafiz Bey, 
does; and the ndmiiiistr.ition is probably far from pure; still, since the management 
has been in the hands of tho iiavai .authorities, the steamers have run more regularly 
than before and without many accidents or delays. This, however, is attrilmtabio both 
to tho fact that three and often four steamers, as against the two of the Euphrates and 
Tigris Steam Navigation Company, have been employed, and also to the state of tlio 
river, which, for the last two years, has been exeeptionally good; it has still to be. 
provid what they could do if the river fell as low as in previous years. They start 
every IVednesday morning, but ns an iiistanee of occasional irregularity, caused in this 
case by the Bai'ram festival, I may mention that only a fortnight ago the “ Bhrat,” 
with a barge into tow, did not leave Bagd.ad till nliout 5 .v.M. Eriday morning, and two 
hours lieforc the “ Khalifah,” wliich arrived at Busrah .at 2 .v.M. on Monday morning, 
discharged and took in cargo, and on her upward voyage mot the “ Phrat,’' which did 
not reach Busrah till tho following Thursday. Tho “Mosul,” “Resafa,” and “Phrat” 
carry small cargoes, probably because there would lie great risk, not only to the cargo, 
but to tho steamer itself, if an at tempt was made to loaii them. Consequently, whenever 
they have any quantity of cargo to carry up or down, they take a hargo in tow, a 
privilege which tho Otvoman Government refused to the Euphrates and Tigris Stiaim 
Navigation Company.' The “Bagdadi ” is only of use to tow a barge ami then is very 
alow, .lust now tho Oman Ottoman steaniei's arc carrying very little cargo up river, 
and make fairly good passages up, but the Euphrates and 'l^gris Steam Navigation 
Company's steamers, though always full and deeply laden, generally overtake tho 
Turkish boat leaving liofore them, not seldom arrive a day or two before her. In tho 
spring, when tho river was high and navigation easy, the Turkish steamers, with Imrges 
in tow, often took four or live days down and eleven or twelve days up, as against two 
and a-lialf days down and three and a-lialf days up, sti'cam, taken by tho Euphrates and 
Tigris Steam Navigation Company’s lioata. 

7. It must bo obvious, I think, from tho aliove considerations, that the Oman 
Ottoman steamers are quite unfit to undertake a regular mail sen-ice between Bagdad and 
Busrah, and that from their age and owing to tho little earo that has been taken 
of them, it is not likely that they ean mniiitain even their present degree of efUcieney 
for any length of time. In considering this question, however, we have to look ahead 
not merely to the next few years during whieli the present steamers nmy continue to 
run, but to the distant future and what wilt take tneir place when quite past work. 
Eor many years past the Ottoman Goveriiinent has not placed a single now vessel on 
tho river at its own exjionsc, hoping possibly to be able to get rid of the Euphrates and 
Tigris Steam Navigation Company and then to purchase tboir steamers cheap. Of 
late eiforts have been made to float a Company, on which subject I would ask 
your Excellency to refer to my predeee.s.sor’s dcsixitcli dated the 4th April, 1888. 
Numerous applications were registered at Bagdad, but the intending shareholders 
made it a prinuiry condition of risking their capital that tho Euphrates and Tigris 
Steam Navigation Company’s steamers should no longer run. On their representing 
this at Constantinojilc an answer is said to have been sent remarking on tho difficulty 
of carrying that pomt, and urging them to subscribe without pressing it. Eor tho 
present nothing turthcr luis been done here in the matter, but recent rumours point to 
two steamers to run between Bagdad and SIosul as a jirivato speculation of ilis 
Imperial Majesty the Sultan, being shortly dispatched. Once hero they might not 
improbably lai used to supplement tho present sorvico liotwecn Bagdad and Busrah, 
and the larger scheme might bo again pushed forward on its becoming an object to tho 
Ottoman Govemmont to provo that tho river service could and would bo made more 
efficient than it is. I presume, however, that some better guarantee than this 
immature project alfords would bo required. 

8. If it is decided that tho Porto’s request must bo eventually granted, one reason 
tor postponing compliance with it during the present contract would bo tlio propriety 
of the Ottoman Government recognizing by such a Concession the services whieu 
tho Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company have rendered to it in those 
outlying provinces ns postal carriers for so many years. Tho chief reason, however, is 
tho impossibility of admitting tliat the present steamers could bo depended upon with 
any certainty for a lengthened pornxl to make connection with the British India Steam 
Navigation Company’s mail-steamors at Busrah, oven if a promise wore given, which 
wo should have no meaiLS of enforcing, that barges should not be towed. Tho bulk of 
tho correspundcnce from Bagdad and Busrah is with India and other foreign ports 
served through India, and tho ocean muil-stcamers on the Persian Gulf lino are bound 
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»mdcr penalties V their ujTV’"^”. 

subsilliwjs them, to perform jm^ls „ot mcn^lv between IJagdad and 

therefore, is that of the , India/ Conscnnontlv. a l>cttor organized 

Busrati.but butween .i’,„,,s needed tor purely local purposes might be 

and equipped "ver »emee « ,4 'that of British 

fairly insisted upon bj tnc ointr ui u,. u^o nml from KiLsrah of what would 

IndiL More undertaking Sudi an organisation 

become |)ostal union, not merely its o niniipv*wbieb ivoiild for long ateorb the 

could no'l be syftem aud if 

pennanenteflleieney 

could bo established. irvoollenev desires mv viciTB baa been so 

9 The Seueral question Zt'l ism add li.tlo to the 

fuUy discussed ill 'j*',® PVccllencv is already familiar. Tliosc adianccd by 

arguments ivitb which your tx , > , ? jo ^Vhieb I baye previously referred, 

Mr. I’loivden m 1’®’®8"H’' ^ that can W made for the maintenance of the Bajylad 

appear to otter the best dcfei similar institutions are retained claewbere 

and BusmI. p<«tmffiees. at bast long « s miai mstimu 

m the Oltonian \ ® , " ‘ n-i,at Z surrender of tliis privilege 

retain them, even it I'l^ ^ ^l^"^usal to aVL Z »u>l 'I'is™ 

would lie followed m no distant y 'I'lm.is may be taken as eertain, for the 

SMin Kavigatiou Company ®„VK"u«l if t>>i» 

Company’s position rests on nueSiou which the Ottoman fiovern- 

instaucc it will be so m another, . , , • , ?imse steamers. Our communication 

ment has so much at heart, a.s tl.e witlidnnial ol ^ sremnei _ proeealings 

with India would then lie at J"’ ^ from the sheer inefficiency of tl.e meanB 

wo could liave ““ ijlto^ether intciTupted for iiidelinitc perioils. 

employed to keep it ""K''*, niwhieh I need not dwell, his Excellency 
Ajiart from otlicr ® r ttufmh iulv'1880, informing Colonel Twcedic that, 

Si'r E. Thornton s ^1“ «'> .“J«" >>«t urgent 
in point of ,mrv on the real incasiirc of efficiency of the 

eorrespondoiiee, is a significant c . lia|iiieiicd in tlie case of 

T;rekhl.tmbi|C\vMh^ 

ZimiX^umZffimyardiiyesli^ 

these -‘''j^-^'^vZfelZZ f'-"' 

now iwsscss of mfU:, ' less.liiconvenienee would result from a discon- 

woiild he iiitlulrauii. f, .. .{i . p ^ia steam Navigation Company will 

tiiiuaiice of the parcel si stem, toi the 1 iitisli l , .“obalily tlio Ottoman 

take nothing us freiglit ®‘ “ TfM dilfide.iee in making 

customs dues would u so suHer to t^r it might be practicable. The 

the following suggestiou, as 1 am not intcniretatiou of the “ parcours 

nqiikW. Ambassador m Uinto as anpli d to the 

griituit, audBa-dad By the same Article and subsequent 

500 ruimmg miles ““ , “"ii„airo’’ for which siicciiil expenses are liotwcen 

Kegulations, tlie only acnice . | ^tjan on land of tho Indian mail. Ihe 

the is exclusively and largely subsidised by 

service to aiid tom Busm^ Navigation Coiiipany 

the Govcnmieut of I’''''®', "!V rupacs, distril.uted in proiiortiouswhiel. I liiivo 

an aiiniml sulisidy of uiuilj 14 '“k 1 .. j j ivhicli conueet Busrali with 

no niixins of ^ of the international 

India. It might be possible,^ ‘ *“ ^iug Turkey to eoiitributo 

postal system, to prowse a ^"Z,;Zh her Juhii-ets sS largely heiieflt, when 

str 8—- 

it eareied would entail, and withdmw the present demand.^ 

(Signed) A. C. TALBOT. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 

Hasan Pasha to Acting Con<u/-6enera/ Talbot. 

gjp^ Bagdadt August 25,1888. 

* THE Hirector of Posts and Telegraphs writes to infonn mo that be has been 
instructed by the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs at Constantinople that 
from and after the 10th September (y. 8.) all letters, &c., arriving from Bombay, 
China, and other foreign portsS should bo banded over to tho Ottoman post-omccs oi 
the vilayets of Bagdad and Basrah, and that, with a view* to tho requirements of the 
matter being carried out, information in the above sense should be communicated to 
the British post-offices of Bagdad and Basrah through you. 

I therefore request that elTect may l>c given to tho matter accordingly. 

^ (Siimcd) MUSTAFA U^iSAN PASHA, 

Wall oj Bagdad 


Inclosure 3 in No. 5. 

Acting ConsiW-Genwri Talbot to yfustafa Hasan Pasha. 

gjj.^ Bagdad, August 29, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellencjj’s letter dated 
the 25tli instant, and, in reply, to state that your Excellency will readily understand 
that in a matter of this sort it Is not competent for me to give any iustruoUons to the 
Postmasters subversive of existing amingcments without the orders of my Govern- 
ment. 

Accept, &C, 

(Signed) A. C. TiVLBOT. 


Inclosui*© 4) in No. 5. 

Wemorniidum regarding the Steamers plying between Bagdad and Basrah under the Home of 
'‘Oman Ottoman” Administration. 

THE Oman Ottoman Company, purely a Government concern, liad its founda¬ 
tion in the steamers “ Bagdad ” and “ Basrah,” which, prior to 1809, were entirely 
used for Govcniment purposes, viz., tinnsfer of troops, dosimtches, and the subjection 
of the numerous Arab tribes on the Euphrates and Tigris. During Namyk Pasha s 
administration of tho Vilayet of Bagdad, he ordered the three steamers “ Mosul, 
“Plirat,” and ” Resafa” to be built at Antwerp. They arrrived here in 1869, ami 
have since liccn added to by tho steamers “Talafa" and ” Mcskenali,” which complete 
tlic licet of seven vessels. .... 

2. Since 18C9, commencing under Midhat Pasha’s administration, these steamers 
have been cbicliy used for commcreial purposes; but owing to the want of proper 
supervision in the form of officers and engineers, they have all fallen into a s^te of 
inefficiency and disrepair. To give examples, I mav point out that tho “ Bagdad liM 
been for over two months lying at Amara disabu'd; the “ilosur’was laid up m 
Basrah from August 1882 until June 1883, and the ‘‘Resafa,’ which has bwn 
stationary for some time at Bagdad, owing to defects in her boiler tubes, has this 
day, in the absence of any other available steamer, been brought down to the Custom¬ 
house to receive cargo for Basrah. As a further example, the “ilcskenah” left 
Basrah on Sunday, the 8th instant, twenty-four hours before the English Company s 
steamer “Madjidiah,” wlueli latter vessel passed the Turkish steamer within twenty- 
four hours’ steaming; in fact, owing to the inefficiency of those steamers and want of 
management, there is no certainty as to their arrival or departure. 

3. Regarding the management of these steamers, during the time I was Acting 
Consul at Basrah, m 1879, they we.re under the direction of the Commodore of the 
Imperial Ottoman navy; hut bcfor<^ and since tliojr have been under numerous din*.c- 
lions. At piH.'scut a certain Sirri ElTcndi is chief manager. (In passing, I may 
mention this official has held various appointments in this Paslialik, one of the most 
imiwrtant of wliicli was tlint of Mulessarif of Amara, in connection with which lie \yas 
suspended and imprisoned for about eighteen months, eliarged with misappropriation 

|_053] B 







of Govomment moneys. On his release ho was unen^loycd for some time, until 
appointed to his present charge hy the new Govcmor-Geneml, Takuid Been Pasha.) 
The Direction of the Company’s affairs has never been really efficient, and the steamers 
are almost always w-ithout coal (except what they can borrow from the English Com¬ 
pany), and have constantly loft Bagdad with only sufficient wood to carry them a 
short distance doum the river, trusting entirely to chance to take them further on. 
All tho omployds arc several months’ pay in arrears, and the Administration is, on the 
whole, in debt nearly 10,0001., principally due to Messrs. Asfar and Co., of this city 
aud Basrah, for coal supplied by tho French Steam Navigation Company plying 
between Marseilles and Basrah. This cannot be due to absence of receipts or revenue, 
liecause during 1879 Messi-s. Lynch and Co., “ The Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navi¬ 
gation Company,” tried to add to theu- carrying pow'or by employing barges, to be 
towed with their steamers, and which barges were amply eiMloyed every voyage for 
some months, until stopped by order of the Sublime Porte. For over three years these 
barges have been employed on tho Tigris, and during tliis time, to my pemonal know¬ 
ledge, there has frequently occuiTcd a serious accumulation of cargo in Basrah owing 
to tho insufficient carrying capacity of tho steamers, both Turkish and English, on 
tho river; which clearly, in my opinion, proves that the pro.scnt bankrupt state of 
the “Oman Ottoman” steamers is due more to maladministration, and which tho 
above circumstances tend to show, than to want of cargo; as, since the opening of tho 
Suez Canal, commerce between Europe and 'rurkish Arabia has increased to an 
enormous extent, and is still rapidly growing. In confirmation of this, I may mention 
tliat a firm of Bagdad Jewish mci'chants have recently applied for, and obtained from 
the Sublime Porte, a Concession to run steamers between this and Basrah under tho 
Turkish flag; and I believe the scheme has so far advanced that the steamers were 
ordered to be built at Antwerp, proving that, notwithstanding the presence of the 
Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company, in addition to the “ Oman 
Ottoman” steamers, there is still ample employment for yet another line. And I may 
add that during tho last few years several applications have been made to tho Sublime 
Porte by merchants of various nationalities to secure a similar Concession. 

(Signed) R. BOWMAN, Surgeon-Major, 

Residency Surgeon, TkirMsh Arabia. 


Bagdad, July 12,1883. 






